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4.4 Community

TUCN received a number of letters stating that public consultation and consent had
not been adequate, particularly on Iriomote Island, and there still seem to be a number
of residents on Iriomote opposed to inscription.

Based on the inputs from two field missions, and the exchanges with the State Party,
IUCN considers that there is acceptable evidence of community support for the
nomination, noting that there will be a continued need for the State Party to engage
with and support local communities, and to listen to and respond on any issues that

are raised.
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4.5 Threats

Illegal collection of plants and animals, including orchids and ginger, reptiles,
amphibians and beetles, is an issue of great concern. An action plan including
municipal night patrols and closure of roads to traffic at night has been put in place.
However, there is an urgent need for increased and stricter conservation measures to
be taken, especially with regard to the collection of freshwater turtles and other
species.

Species such as the Amami Rabbit, Iriomote Cat, Okinawa Rail and various snakes are

frequently killed on the roads that cross the nominated property. Nine Iriomote Cats

were killed in traffic accidents in 2018, out of an estimated population of only 100 cats.

While there are numerous warning signs, speed bumps, speed limits of 30 km/h and

underpasses, there are still a large number of threatened species being killed.

With increased tourism and vehicles in the protected areas, the risk of roadkill is

anticipated to increase.

Tourism in the region has been increasing, with more than seven million visitors in

2013, increasing to more than 10 million in 2017. On Iriomote alone, the least
developed island, there is an average of 352,000 visitors per year, a ratio of more than

150 tourists per inhabitant. While on Iriomote most of the tourists visit the nominated

area, it is more difficult to identify the percentage of people visiting the respective
nominated areas on the other islands. In addition to roadkill, threats caused by

tourism include the increased likelihood of introducing and spreading invasive alien



species and poaching threatened wildlife. In the supplementary information, the State
Party provided newly completed tourism master plans for Iriomote Island and the
Northern part of Okinawa Island, in addition to the master plan for the Amami Island
Group provided in the nomination file.

The State Party has made assurances that no new infrastructure is intended to be
built in addition to the existing facilities already present in the nominated property.
Overall, TUCN notes with concern the number of threats that have the potential to
affect the OUV of the nominated property, but acknowledges the State Party’s

commitment and actions to address them. The effectiveness of the measures will need

to be assessed carefully and regularly, informing adaptive management and additional
action, where necessary.
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RECOMMENDATION

5. Requests the State Party to take immediate steps to improve the protection and
management of the property, including by:

a) Capping or reducing levels of tourist visitation from current levels,

especially on Iriomote Island, until a critical evaluation of tourism carrying

capacity and impacts can be conducted and integrated into a revised tourism

management plan,

b) Urgently reviewing the effectiveness and strengthening if necessary the

traffic management measures designed to reduce road fatalities of endangered

species (including but not limited to Amami Rabbit, Iriomote Cat, and
Okinawa Rail)
6. Also requests the State Party to report on progress and the results of these actions
to the World Heritage Centre, for review by IUCN, by 1 December 2022.
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