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Calling for closure of domestic ivory market falls outside the CITES mandate. CITES
requlates international trade between countries. Recommending measures regarding
domestic ivory markets of Parties is bevond its mandate. This point is not only a
principle of CITES but has also been repeatedly raised at Conferences of the Parties
since CoP17, in response to similar proposals calling for the closure of domestic ivory
markets and has been reiterated by the CITES Secretariat’. There is no point in
repeating the same discussion again.
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